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Wallsend Festival 2004

Festival Week 2004 culminated in Festival Saturday July 10th. Following the successful
pattern established in previous years, a range of activities took place in the town centre
on that day. Perhaps the most notable event to record was the experiment of closing High
Street East between Station Road and Park Road. This enabled us to move the display
area into the town centre for the first time and meant far more visitors to the exhibits.
With the co-operation and support of Northumbria Police and support from the Council's
Events Unit, the road closure caused few traffic difficulties and worked very well in link-
ing the ever popular children's fairground at the Coronation Club car park with the other
elements of the Festival. At the same time, shop keepers appreciated the extra business
opportunities that closing this section of road to vehicular traffic gave them, so all in all
the experiment was judged to be a success and it is likely that we will repeat this closure
in future years.

This year we were particularly pleased that the new Chairman of North Tyneside
Council, Councillor Goveas, and his consort joined us for the opening ceremony, together
with Swan Hunters' Chairman Jaap Kroese. Both sets of dignitaries later enjoyed leading
the cavalcade through the town centre from the comfort of a 1920's charabanc. Our band-
stand music programme was well appreciated, with an additional act squeezed into the
end of the day's programme giving atotal of six different performances representing a
wide spectrum of musical styles to appeal to all tastes.

Demand for stalls at our craft market was unprecedented this year, so that in addition to the
24 stalls situated outside the Forum we introduced stalls inside the mall itself. This allowed
us to accommodate more than a dozen extra stalls and gave a real buzz to the centre during
the day, alongside the entertainment taking place in the mall atrium.

The Festival parade was scheduled an hour earlier than in 2003 and was led by an impres-
sive collection of vehicles old and new. We estimate that around 200 people took part in the
parade, with the uniformed services, including the Wallsend Air Cadets, particularly well
represented. We would have liked to see more local community organisations represented
and steps are in hand to encourage wider participation in next year's Parade.

Saturday evening saw a choice of musical entertainment. Wallsend Memorial

Hall hosted a concert by the group Encore, singing songs from the shows with more than
a hint of humour. Organised by the North Tyneside Council Employees Charity
Committee, the show was greatly enjoyed by those who attended. At the same time
Enigma (a group of sixth form students from Burnside College), presented a rock concert
at the Buddle, which again attracted a lively and appreciate audience. Sunday featured
special events at Segedunum allowing visitors to take advantage of the 'pop in for a
pound' vouchers distributed the previous day and the Churches Songs of Praise event
was the culmination of thisyear's Festival.

Chair’s and Secretary’s
Report

| am pleased to report on another successful year for the Wallsend Festival Association
during which we planned and delivered the fourth Wallsend Festival over the period of
July 7th - 11th, 2004.

As ever the Festival was the result of much hard work by many people and in particular
those who worked on the Management Committee throughout the year. My thanks to
them all and once again a special mention for the work done by Edmund Hall in organis-
ing the parade and display area.

As mentioned in last year's report during the course of this year we once again lost and
gained atreasurer! Thistime for the best of reasons, in that Laura Seghal who succeeded
John Patrickson, herself resigned due to impending motherhood. We thank her for her
work during her short time with the WFA and wish her and the new baby all the best.

Tom Fairhurst our third treasurer has brought a wealth of experience and good ideas to
the WFA and has kept our funds under very precise and accurate control, freeing me to
concentrate on the fun aspects of the work, i.e. organising the Festival itself, for which
I'm very grateful.

Once again Jim Graham has kindly agreed to audit our books and his report together with
the 2004 accounts appears at the end of this report.

The Festival would not have been possible without support from a number of bodies,
most notably the Community Foundation who gave a grant of £4428.50 and DTZ the
operators of the Forum Shopping Centre who once again donated £1,000 as well as offer-
ing facilities and space within the centre. North Tyneside Council’s Events Unit also
deserve a special mention for their unstinting and ever cheerful work particularly on
Festival Saturday.

On the membership front, numbers have stayed relatively steady in the high twenties and
whilst thisis not alarge number those who are formal members are in many cases there
as representatives of groups throughout the community. Nonetheless, we are keen to
broaden our base within the community and have plans for initiatives to achieve this dur-
ing 2005.

John Fleet
Chair/Secretary

Wallsend People's Centre

Once again the festival went very well. There were around about 350 people through the
doors on Saturday, the best part being after lunch. Almost everything went to plan, with
only one of the entertainers not turning up on the day. Highlights of the day included:

Irish Dancing: Thanks to Vicki and her friend the entertainment was well received, there
were 50 people in the small hall watching the dancing.

Drum workshop: Great fun and entertainment. A mixed group of 25 people and children
had a great drumming session, the outcome being a drumming workshop being set up in
the Centre, for next year.

Indian Art & Sari Display: Once again a very successful event; lots of Henna Art, and
many children putting on the Saris and getting their photographs taken.

Café: Great food, lots of people enjoying a sit down and a chat to their friends whilst
enjoying Karen's cooking.

Stalls: We ran a Tombola, Cake stall, Art stall, Leaded Glass Art, and Bric-Brac stall.
All in all hard work but good fun, looking forward to next year!

John Jasper

The Wallsend Festival Association is an unincorporated body with charitable aims that was formed
in January 2002 following the successful Wallsend Festival event held in July 2001.

It seeks to celebrate all that is good in Wallsend: past, present and future and its main focus of
activity to date has been planning and delivery of the annual Wallsend Festival, held for the fourth
timein July 2004.



WALLSEND AND DISTRICT CHORAL SOCIETY

Festival week 2004 began with a concert given by the Wallsend and District

Choral Society and its soloists, on Wednesday July 7th.

Representing North Tyneside Council, we were pleased to welcome Clirs, Mr | and Mrs J
Macaulay who were visiting us for the first time. The highlight of the evening was our
own Norman Moore who played a selection of Tyneside and wartime songs on his
Harmonica. The audience enjoyed singing these old favourites and happy smiling faces
meant another successful concert.

Friday 9th July - Evening Concert and Art Exhibition at the Civic Hall, Wallsend

To celebrate the Wallsend Festival, Sheila Bell Aitken, Wendy Blakeley and Shelagh
Bladon formed THE WALLSEND FESTIVAL ENSEMBLE with the aim of presenting a
concert as part of the Festival.

The project was organised by Elizabeth Aitken and supported by local businesses: these
comprised The Wallsend Co-op, Boots the Chemists and Carol and Mark of Thorntons
sweets and coffee shop, who all donated prizes to raffle in aid of the event.

Sponsors of the event were Kurt Salmon Associates, the late Dr. William Cowper, Joan
Honeyman, Barbara Hunter and Gordon Swift.

There was a display by local artists, Patrick Snape, Sylvia Blakeley and the Kings Estate
Residents Association Painting Club.

During the interval there were light refreshments and a 'Corner Bazaar' run by Ingrid
Hall.

The programme consisted of solos and duets by Shelagh Bladon, soprano, and Wendy
Blakeley, contralto, and a stirring piano recital by Sheila Bell Aitken.

The audience of around 100 people had a most enjoyable evening. The sales of tickets,
proceeds from the Bazaar and the raffle covered the cost of hiring the hall and the grand
piano and other sundry expenses.

WALLSEND CHURCHESWORKING TOGETHER

We felt very privileged to be involved in this festival to share songs of praise with the
people of Wallsend. It was a joy to hear people joining in with the local churches and
singing the praise of God. The enthusiasm of those who sang along with us was very
moving. It is good to think, that, in this day and generation people still want to worship
God. Not to be outdone by the weather, a good evening was had by all at the Allen
Memorial Church as we celebrated our Songs of Praise. Our stall on the Saturday com-
prised Fair Trade goods and all money raised went to Traidcraft. Wallsend Co-op provid-
ed us with free samples of chocolate bars and cake produced by Fair Trade (they are the
only outlet for such products in Wallsend). We also had information about various proj-
ects we have been involved in and details of our servicesin the various churches around
Wallsend. This event was a great opportunity to raise our awareness and to demonstrate
our common love of Christ.

Tony Searle Secretary, Wallsend Churches Working Together

WALLSEND FESTIVAL ASSOCIATION

SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS
FOR THE 6 MONTHS ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 2004

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR PERIOD

12 mthsto 6 mthsto
31.12.2003 30.9.2004
£ £

Income
Grants:
4,850.00 Community Foundation, 4,428.50
3,000.00 North Tyneside Council 3,000.00
1,000.00 DTZ Debenham Tie Leung, 1,000.00
8,850.00 8,428.50
967.50 Stalls and Concessions, 1,227.50
11.70 Bank / Building Society Interest, 7.40
9,829.20 Total Income, 9,663.40
Expenditure
6,770.96 Publicity, Organisation and Management, 4,515.67
2,646.23 Artistes, etc., 2,565.00
9,417.19 Total Expenditure, 7,080.67
412.01 Surplus for Year of Income over Expenditure, 2,582.73
9,829.20 9,663.40
RESERVE ACCOUNT
12 mthsto 6 mthsto
31.12.2003 30.9.2004
£ £
280.42 Accumulated Surplus brought forward at 1st January, 692.43
Surplus for Y ear, brought down from Income and
412.01 Expenditure Account, 2,582.73
Accumulated Surplus carried forward at 31st Dec.
692.43 (2003) / 30th Sept. (2004), 3,275.16
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30TH SEPTEMBER 2004
31.12.2003 30.9.2004
£ £
0.00 Creditors, 375.00
692.43 Reserve Account, Accumulated Surplus, as above, 3,275.16
692.43 3,650.16
0.00 Debtor, DTZ Debenham Tie Leung for grant, 1,000.00
Debtor, Bank for interest accrued to 31st December
0.45 credited 1st January, 0.00
0.00 Cash at Building Society, 2,500.00
691.98 Cash at Bank, 150.16

692.43 3,650.16

Wallsend Schools Report

Wallsend Schools are: Burnside, Parkside, Richardson Dees, St Peters, Redesdale,
Jubilee, Western, Carville

The partner schools agreed that 'enterprise’ and 'celebration' would be the common theme
of involvement in the 2004 Wallsend Festival. During the week beginning July 4th, al
schools suspended their usual curriculum to explore the theme through a range of activi-
ties. The original plan was to hold a combined presentation event at Wallsend Memorial
Hall on Friday July 9th.

Due to individual school commitments, the joint project did not take place as planned.
Burnside, Western and Parkside Schools met together at Western. The event attracted
many parents and eval uations show that it was successful. Individual school reports show
that their own events were successful.

The Parade

Burnside year 7/8 students were involved as 'street theatre performers' in the parade.
However from a potential 25 students, only 8 took part.

Issues of supervision, teacher commitment and implementing/planning organisation dur-
ing school time are especialy prevalent in primary schools. No primary schools were
represented in the Parade.

Burnside; Tapestry and Craft Workshop

Teacher Rose Atkin, together with ladies from Woodhorn Craft Guild and and Burnside
students worked on the first Wallsend Festival banner which features aspects of Roman
life. Members of the public were involved in working on the banner throughout Festival
day and the workshop proved to be a huge success in strengthening school/community
relations.

The completed banner should be displayed in the new Burnside main entrance during
November 2004.

As we plan for 2005, points to consider will be:

How can we involve al schools more actively on Festival Day?
Can we make a second tapestry on a Wallsend theme?

Certificate and Notes of the Hon. Treasurer

The 2004 figures cover a period of 6 months to 30th September 2004, as compared to the 2003 fig-
ures which cover afull calendar year. The two periods accounts are nevertheless comparable in
that each represents the costs of one year's Festival, except in that income from Bank Interest is
consequently lower in 2004. The financial year end has been brought forward in order to allow for
prompt completion of the accounts and their presentation to the Annual General Meeting of the
Association, which takes place late in each calendar year; the year-end is expected to remain at
30th September in future years.

The amounts shown in the Income and Expenditure Account have been reconciled to the Bank
Account Statements.

Some costs incurred in the organisation, management and general operation of the Wallsend

Festival have not been directly charged or invoiced; and they are excluded from the accounts.

Such costs include:

(@) the services of the Chair of the Wallsend Festival Association, his support staff, including
North Tyneside Council Events Unit Staff and members of the Committes;

(b) Meeting facilities provided throughout the year by Segedunum Museum and North Tyneside
Council;

(c) school teachers who have worked outside their curriculum;

(d) Northumbria Police;

(e) members of Wallsend Rotary Club;

(f) exhibitors who provided their services during the week of the Festival without charge;

(9) participants in the Festival Parade, who provided their own ouitfits and decorations, absorbing
their own costs; and

(h) members of the military and cadet organisations, including the Air Training Corps, together
with their static displays and participation in the Parade, at no cost to the Festival.

Apart from the uncharged costs referred to above, the accounts as presented include al the income
and expenditure of the Wallsend Festival Association for the period of six months ended 30th
September 2004 and present fairly its financial position as at 30th September 2004.

The Association's expenditure on publicity, organisation and management in 2004 shows a signifi-
cant reduction from 2003, principally because 2003 expenditure included non-recurring costsin
relation to the Association's website whilst advantageous arrangements were achieved in 2004 for
some printing work. More stallholders participated in the Festival in 2004, reflecting its increasing
popularity.

T. S. Farhurst, CPFA
Hon. Treasurer 7th October 2004.

Independent Check of the Accounts

| certify that | have examined al the books; accounts and bank statements of the Wallsend Festival
Association relating to their Current Accounts (nos. 40078563 and 3899972) and the Reserve
Account (no 0839/703867111) for the period ended 30th September 2004.

| find that the books, accounts and statements are an accurate reflection of the financial affairs of
the Wallsend Festival Association.

J. S. Graham, MCIEH 19th November 2004.



